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Many thanks to this Committee for inviting me to judge for them and to the exhibitors for their entry.

Over the years I have watched my favourite breed from the ringside and have been disappointed with the gradual alteration in the shape of heads and also the eye shape and set of some. Exaggerations and lack of good head planes will mean that this breed will not be recognised as a Dane – in the future.

Also the top line is being lost, with a lot of wrinkling over the withers and dips behind them Some of these are caused by the handler ‘stringing’ and pulling back on the lead. If this is the case then it is easily solved by releasing the lead slightly and allowing the neck and head to be in a more natural position. However, in some, the shoulder placement is all wrong as are the angles between shoulder and upper arm. This, along with a short upper arm causes the bad front movement with pinning and even rolling of the whole body behind the withers. 

During my judging I was trying to find dogs that were true to the Standard – in my opinion - who not only looked like a GREAT DANE but were moving well enough to work and keep it up all day – therefore Fit For Function – while being a true Show Dog with the Substance and Dash and Dare required.

MINOR PUPPY -8(3)

1. Dyson’s SAMDICE MY HERO

Plenty to like about this fawn youngster. Good head with black mask and correct planes but would have liked a little less drop of lip. Strong bone and muscle. Tight catlike feet and balanced throughout. Moved with drive and therefore covered the ground really well. B.P.I.S.

2. MCGowan’s KINNEGANS TWISTED FIRE STARTER (RAF)

Another lovely fawn puppy but not the strong movement of 1 at this stage. Clean head with good planes. At just over 6 months he has plenty of bone with more growing to do. Should have a promising future.

3. MacKenzie’s CARSAN ARIANELL 

PUPPY – 5(1)

1. Donnelly’s PRIMUS KEEPER

Well handled strong fawn puppy, at the top end of the age limit. Needs to let down behind to present a perfect picture.Moved with drive. Black masked head of correct shape and planes Smooth flow of topline over withers and a slight rise over loin.

2. MacKenzie’s CARSAN ORHIEN

Black presented in tip top condition. Good head planes but slightly broad back skull. Better eye set than others so far. Moved on good tight feet but not with the drive of 1.

3. Bollons’ BANDWAR FOR ACES HIGH

JUNIOR – 8(2)

1. Ryan & George’s KEIRKANE’S KING OF THE THRONE

Balanced throughout and therefore was able to move with drive and no pinnig coming foreward. Head of good planes and rectangular viewed from top and in profile. Dark eyes of the correct shape and set. Good flow over withers and correct topline kept on the move.

2. Donnelly’s PRIMUS BREAKIN NEWS

Another dark masked fawn with a correctly shaped masculine head but I would have preferred a slightly tighter eye set. Quite well muscled throughout but not a s good a topline as 1. 

3. Cranfield’s ZEFATHER’S HEARTBREAKER

YEARLING – 5(1) 

1. Cranfield’s ZEFATHER’S HEARTBREAKER

I had a better opportunity to judge this dog this time. He stood so well and moved with plenty of drive. He is balanced throughout has a good masculine head of correct planes, rectangular shape and with dark eyes – also with correct set.  

2. Pepper’s DANEMOOR BLACK WATCHE FOR SARAWEN

Another black in gleaming condition and well muscled throughout. Good head. Stood four square with straight flat bone to the fore and well let down hocks at the rear. Preferred the top line of 1.

3. Pocock’s TAMZDANE THAT’S MY JAM

NOVICE – 3(1)

1. Bollons’ DAYSUE BORN READY

Harlequin with mainly blue patches. Lovely shape and temperament. Good head planes and not too much dewlap. Clean neck and flow over withers. Covered the ground well. 

2. McDonnell’s KEIRKANE’S INTRODUCTION TO TRIJONDNE

Balanced throughout but with more open angles. Didn’t move as well as 1. Liked his head shape, black mask and flow of neck and over withers.

POST GRADUATE -11(3)

1. Macrae’s ZEFATHERS COME TOGETHER

Lovely clean lines throughout. Smooth topline without wrinkle over withers and good tuck up. Good second thigh helping him to move with plenty of drive. Good head with correct drop of lip giving him the proper brick shaped head viewed from all angles.

2. Collett’s FOALDOWN SECRET MISSION

Close decision between 1 and 2 with many similar attributes. Just preferred the head and drop of lip of 1. Would also have liked a tighter eye

3. Robinson’s PREVELLI BE YOUR SELF 

LIMIT – 10(3)

1. Seddon’s TENAYA CHEROKEE LONE WOLF

A very good example of a Great Dane. Loved his clean, rectangular head and tight correct tight eyes giving him gentle but firm gaze. Well muscled throughout but not overdone. He moved true, both fore and aft, with no deviation. Considered him for RCC.

2. Mitchell’s GARSAK SIR NIGEL AT ELSIMBA

Heavier than 1 throughout but especially in head with a greater drop of lip. However he has many good points that some others lack, particularly his well filled  forechest. Moved OK.

3. Chappell & Dyson’s SELMALDA JOURNEY TO THE LINE

SPECIAL VETERAN – 3(1)

1. Waring’s RAVENDANE EQUINOX AT ELLEYENDA

Mantle of good markings. Close decision between these 2. Just preferred the head of 1 who had a better eye set and shape.

2. Black’s BANDWAR HAPPY AS LARRY (JW ShCM)

The forward movement of this well marked harlequin is very good. He could certainly show some of the youngsters the way to do it!!

SPECIAL OPEN BLUE – 4(1)

1. Price’s LEAMAP CHIVAS REGAL (JW)

Powerful very masculine dog. Head planes correct but slightly broad back skull and I would have liked a little less drop of lip. Good eyes. Very strong, especially in rear quarters he covered the ground well. Good bone and tight cat-like feet to the fore.

2. Pepper’s SARAWEN ARCH DECON

Presented in gleaming condition this blue had a better head, overall than 1 but lost his topline on the move and didn’t have the drive of 1.

3. Staniford’s KIAJAX MIAMI BEACH

SPECIAL OPEN BLACK – 3(0)

1. Pepper’s DANEMOOR BLACK WATCHE FOR SARAWEN

Second in Yearling.

2. Harrison’s LEAMAP STRONGBOW AT JASNETT DANES

This boy has a good balanced outline. His head is well proportioned with correct planes and tighter eyes than some. Preferred the rear driving motion of 1.

3. Lewis’s ANNADANES SPACEMAN MAX

SPECIAL OPEN BRINDLE – 2(0)

1. Harrison’s DROOLAKISS RE ATTRACTION VIA EMANEAZ

What a well marked stunning brindle. Plenty of ring presence and attitude. At first sight I thought he would be a contender for top spot. However, today, he was very loose in pasterns which spoilt his movement and even showed on the stand.

2. Flanagan’s DAINMAJIK THE ENCHANTER FOR SOUPURY

Not as well marked as 1 and not quite as balanced, being taller than long in body. Moved OK. Good topline and muscled second thigh.

SPECIAL OPEN FAWN -4(1)

1. Ingram’s DAINMAJIK THE WIZARD

Well muscled throughout and balanced fore and aft. Head of correct proportions with muzzle being slightly longer than back skull. Good shape to the eyes. Plenty of substance and presence. Well filled forechest.

2. Collett’s FOALDOWN SECRET MISSION

Second in a strong Post Graduate class.

3. Robinson’s PREVELI BE YOUR SELF 

SPECIAL OPEN HARLEQUIN – 5(3)

1. Shadbolt’s AKURA FINAL FRONTIER

Preferred overall head shape of this boy but would have liked a tighter right eye. Balanced shape with good forechest – well filled and very white. Head set on neck of adequate length running smoothly over withers and a good topline. Good second thigh and tight cat feet.

2. Pocock’s TAMZDANE OH MY APPLE PIE

Reserve in Junior dog this youngster is slightly rectangular, at this stage but with a beautiful well-filled white chest. Moved with drive from muscled quarters.

SPECIAL OPEN MANTLE – 2(0)

1. Waring’s RAVENDANE EQUINOX AT ELLEYENDA

First in Special Veteran.

2. Scarsbrook’s RAVENDANE HOCUS POCUS

Movement not as consistently sound as 1.

OPEN – 8(3)


1
Chappell & Williams’ SELMALDA THE JOURNEY (JW)

What a difficult choice between 1 and 2. At first seemingly from different moulds they both ‘shout’ Great Dane and have similar attributes from the breed standard. However, during the class judging I preferred the smooth topline of 1 and his overall attitude and showmanship.CC and, on the referee’s decision, BOB.

2      Webb & Morgan-Evans’ CH VANMORE STOP AND STARE AT      

             CASTLEON 

This one I have admired from the ringside on quite a few occasions.  Today, during the class, I felt that he wasn’t showing his true potential which lost him the class. However, during the challenge for RCC, He really showed as I knew he could and I was pleased to award it to him. 

3       Searle’s ZAMU ZORAN GIANTS MAY BE’S PLACE           

            MURRAYVHAYLE    (IMP NETHLD)

